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OBITUARY
Aleksander Glazek

Aleksander Glazek was born in 1955 in Krakow. He gradu-
ated from the Faculty of Law and Administration, Jagiellonian
University in 1979. He had already started working as an assis-
tant at the Institute of Forensic Research in 1978, specialising in
questioned document and handwriting analysis. In 1988 he was
promoted to manager of the Section of Handwriting and Docu-
ments Examinations and later director of the Department of
Criminalistics. In 1990, the then Director of the Institute of Fo-
rensic Research, Professor Jan Markiewicz, designated Aleksan-
der Gtazek as his successor. It was a good decision, as it enabled
the young criminologist to become acquainted with all the multi-
fold activities of this institution and later to compete successfully
for the position of director. He served in this capacity for three
terms — testimony to his exceptional abilities.

To everyone who came into contact with Aleksander Gtazek,
he was the epitome of dynamism and conscientiousness. He was a splendid organiser and manager, and
under his directorship the Institute became a well-known and respected institution not just in Poland,
but also abroad. However, in order to achieve this, he sacrificed almost everything: all his time and en-
ergy and even his own academic career. Behind his modest master’s degree, however, lay a vast profes-
sorial knowledge of contemporary criminalistics and forensic sciences. In these fields, he was an
unquestioned authority, held in high regard by professionals in the justice system — judges and prosecu-
tors — and scientists alike, whom he impressed with his penetrating intellect and breadth of outlook.

Aleksander Gtazek understood that the key to the development of forensic sciences is having a pro-
fessional team of scientists carrying out research and preparing expert opinions using the most
up-to-date laboratory equipment. That is why he put so much energy into supporting young scientists,
encouraging them to obtain further degrees and qualifications. Thanks to his efforts, the Institute be-
came a member of the European Network of Forensic Science Institutes (ENFSI), actively participat-
ing in various working groups and organising numerous conferences and seminars. In recognition of
his work in this field, Aleksander Gtazek was elected chairman of the European Academy of Forensic
Science (1998-2000) and a member of the board of ENFSI in 2003.

The editorial board of this journal also has much to thank him for. Although he was not a member of
the board of Problems of Forensic Sciences, he always actively cooperated with it, offering useful ad-
vice and helpful comments. The attractive appearance and high scientific level of the periodical were
of special interest to him.

He sometimes demanded more of his staff than seemed possible, but thanks to this he even managed
to achieve some goals that at first appeared unrealistic. He set himself and his subordinates ambitious
tasks and managed to accomplish most of them successfully. News of his illness came as a great shock
to us; we believed, however, that fortune would smile on him and he would be able to overcome all ob-
stacles. Unfortunately, this was one battle that he lost, remaining at the Institute that was so dear to him
almost to the end. In the last weeks, when his state of health no longer allowed him to come to work, he
remained in contact with staff of the Institute the whole time, trying to help in current matters until the
last moment. He passed away on 6 March 2009. His memory will remain with us for ever.

The Editorial Board
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Z KRONIKI ZALOBNEJ
Aleksander Glazek

Aleksander Glazek urodzit si¢ w 1955 roku w Krakowie. W 1979 roku ukonczyt studia na Wydziale Pra-
wa 1 Administracji Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego. W 1978 roku rozpoczat prace w Instytucie Ekspertyz
Sadowych, gdzie zaczal specjalizowacd si¢ w zakresie badania pisma i dokumentoéw. Zaczynat od stanowiska
asystenta, by w 1988 roku obja¢ funkcje¢ kierownika Pracowni Badania Pisma i Technicznej Ekspertyzy
Dokumentow, a potem kierownika Zaktadu Kryminalistyki. W 1990 roku ¢éwczesny dyrektor Instytutu
Ekspertyz Sadowych, profesor Jan Markiewicz, desygnowal Aleksandra Glazka na swojego zastgpcg. Byt
to trafny wybor, gdyz pozwolit on mlodemu pracownikowi pozna¢ wszechstronnie specyfike dziatalnosci
tej instytucji i z powodzeniem wystartowac¢ pozniej w konkursie na jej dyrektora. Petnit t¢ funkcje przez trzy
kadencje, dajac dowod swoich nadzwyczajnych umiejgtnosci.

Dla wszystkich, ktorzy si¢ z Nim zetkngli, byl niedo$cignionym wzorem aktywnosci 1 pracowitosci.
Dzigki Jego talentom organizacyjnym i menedzerskim Instytut Ekspertyz Sadowych stal si¢ instytucja
znang 1 uznang nie tylko w kraju, ale i poza jego granicami. Aby jednak tak si¢ stato, po§wigcit jej niemal
wszystko: caly swoj czas i sity, a nawet wilasna karier¢ naukowa. Za skromnym tytulem magistra kryta si¢
jednak ogromna, profesorska wiedza na temat wspdtczesnych nauk sadowych. Byt w tej materii niekwestio-
nowanym autorytetem, powazanym zaréwno przez praktykéw wymiaru sprawiedliwosci, sedziéw i pro-
kuratoréw, ale takze naukowcow, ktorym imponowat swoja dociekliwos$cia i rozlegtoscia horyzontow.

Aleksander Gtazek rozumiat, ze kluczem do rozwoju nauk sadowych jest profesjonalna kadra pra-
cownikow naukowych prowadzacych badania i wykonujacych ekspertyzy z uzyciem najnowoczesniejszego
sprzetu laboratoryjnego. Dlatego tez z catych sit wspieral mtodych naukowcow, angazujac si¢ osobiscie
w to, aby kolejne osoby uzyskiwaly stopnie naukowe. Dzigki Jego staraniom krakowska placowka stala si¢
cztonkiem Europejskiej Sieci Instytutéw Nauk Sadowych (ENFSI), czynnie wlaczajac si¢ w rozlegla
aktywnos¢ poszczegdlnych grup roboczych oraz organizacjg licznych konferencji i seminaridéw. W uznaniu
Jego zastug Aleksander Glazek zostal wybrany przewodniczacym Europejskiej Akademii Nauk Sadowych
(w latach 1998-2000), a w 2003 roku cztonkiem zarzadu ENFSI.

Wiele zawdzigcza Dyrektorowi takze redakcja naszego czasopisma. Mimo iz nie byt On formalnie
cztonkiem jego redakcji, zawsze aktywnie z niq wspoldzialal, przekazujac szereg cennych uwag i wska-
zowek. Zawsze dbat o atrakcyjny wizerunek czasopisma i jego wysoki poziom merytoryczny.

Od swoich wspolpracownikdéw nieraz wymagal wigcej, niz wydawalo si¢ to mozliwe, ale dzigki temu
mogt zrealizowaé nawet te zamierzenia, ktore poczatkowo wydawaly si¢ nierealne. Stawial przed soba
i swoimi podwtadnymi ambitne zadania i wigkszos$¢ z nich udato Mu si¢ pomyslnie sfinalizowa¢. Z wielkim
bélem przyjelismy wiadomos¢ o Jego chorobie, wierzac jednak, ze i w tym przypadku los bedzie Mu sprzy-
jal w pokonaniu wszelkich przeciwnosci. Przegral t¢ walke, nie opuszczajac do konca swojej ukochanej
placowki. W ostatnich tygodniach, kiedy stan zdrowia nie pozwalat Mu juz na przychodzenie do pracy, byt
caly czas w kontakcie z pracownikami Instytutu, do ostatniej chwili starajac si¢ pomoc w biezacych
sprawach.

Odszedt na zawsze 6 marca 2009 roku. Pamig¢ o Nim pozostanie wsrdd nas na zawsze.

Redakcja
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